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XXIX. An Account of the Birds font from 
Hudfon’s Bay ; with Obfervations relative 
to their Natural Hiftory; and Latin jDe¬ 
fections of fome of the mofi uncommon. 
By J. R. Forfter, F. R. S. 


Read June 18—25, 177s. 


I. Land-Birds. 


1. 


f Accipit 
1 Rapacic 


litres 
. Rapacious. 


Faun. Am. Sept, 


1. Falco,'1i. Columbarius. 128. 21. Pigeon Hafak. 

Falcon. J Faun. Am. Sept. p. 9. Catefby I. t. 3, 
Epervier de la Caroline. Briffon I. p. 378. 

Severn river, N° 19. 

This fpecies is called a fihall-bird hawk at Hud¬ 
fon’s Bay. It is migratory, arriving near Se¬ 
vern River in May, breeding on the coaft, 
and then retiring to a warmer climate in 
autumn. It feeds on fmall birds j and, on 
the approach of any perfon, will By in circles, 
making a hideous fhrieking noife. The breaft 

and 
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and belly are yellowifh, with brown (beaks, 
which are not mentioned by the ornitho¬ 
logies, though their defcriptioris anfwer in 
other refpedts. It weighs fix ounces and a 
half, its length is iof, the breadth 22£, 
Catefby’s figure is a very indifferent one. 

Falco, 2. SpadiceuB. New Species. Chocolate 
Falcon. Faun. Am. Sept. p. 9. 

This fpecies, at firft fight, bears fome refem- 
blance to the European Moor Buzzard, or 
Aeruginofus , Linn, but is much lefs, and 
wants the light fpots on the head and (houl- 
ders. No number or defcription was fent 
along with it. 

Falco, 3. Sacer, Briffon, I. p. 337. Sacre de 
Buffon, Oifeaux, (edition in 12010.) Tom. II. 
p. 349. t. 14, Faun. Am. Sept. p. 9. 

Severn River, N° 16. 

Speckled Partridge Hawk, at Hudfbn’s Bay. 
The name is derived from its feeding on the 
birds of the Grous tribe, commonly called 
partridges, at Hudfon’s Bay. Its irides are 
yellow,, and the legs blue. It comes nearefi: 
the Sacre of Briffon, Buffon, and Belon *, 
but Buffon fays it has black eyes, which is 
very indiftinfl j for the irides are black in 
none of the falcons, and in few other birds j 
and the pupil, if he means that, is black in 
all birds. It is faid, by Belon, to come from 
Tartary and Rufiia, and is, therefore, pro¬ 
bably a northern bird. It is very voracious 

and 
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and bold, catching partridges out of a covey, 
which the Europeans are driving into their 
nefts. It breeds m April and May. Its 
young are ready to fly in the middle of June. 
Its nefts, as thole of all other falcons, are 
built in unfrequented places; therefore, the 
author of the account from Severn River 
could not afcertain how many eggs it lays ; 
however, the Indians told him it commonly 
lay two. It never migrates, and weighs 
21 pounds; its length is 22 inches, its breadth 
3 feet. 

2. Strix, " 14 * Brachyotos. The fhort-eared Owl. 

Owl. J Brit. Zoology, folio, plate B. 3. odtavo, 
I. p. 156. Faun. Am. Sept. 9. 

Severn River, N° 17 and 64* 

Moufe Hawk at Hudlon’s Bay. It anfwers the 
defcription and figure in the Britilh Zoology 5 
but its ears or long feathers do not appear* 
The fmallnefs of the head has, probably, 
given occafion to call it a hawk, though it 
does not fly about in quell of prey, like 
other hawks (as the account from Severn 
River fays) j it fits quiet on the flumps of 
trees, waiting mice with all the attention of 
a domeftic cat, being an inveterate enemy 
of thofe little animals. It migrates fouth- 
ward in autumn ; and breeds along the coafl* 
Its irides are yellow. Its weight is 14 ounces; 
its length 16 inches, the breadth 3 feet. 
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Strix. 
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Strix, 5. Nyttea. 132. 6. Snowy Owl. Faun* 
Am. Sept. 9. 

Churchill River, N° 7. White Owl. 

It Teems to be in its winter drefs, as it is intirely 
white. The feet are covered with long white 
hair-like feathers to the very nails, but there 
are none on the foies or under parts of the 
toes. 

Strix, 6. Funerea. 133. 11. Canada Owl. Faun. 
Am. Sept. 9. 

Severn River, N° 13. Churchill River, N° 11. 

Cabeticuch , or Cabaducutch , is the Indian name 
of this bird. Linneus’s defcription anfwers 
perfectly. The male, which in the clafs of 
birds of prey is generally fmaller, is, how¬ 
ever, in this fpecies, larger than the female, 
according to the account from Severn River. 
Its colour is likewife much blacker, and the 
fpots more diftincfl:. The eyes are large and 
prominent; the irides of a bright yellow. 
The weight is 12 ounces; its length 1 7 inches, 
the breadth 2 feet. It has only two young at 
one hatching. 

Strix, 7. Pafferina. 133. 12. Little Owl. Brit* 
Zool. Faun. Am. Sept. 9. 

(The number belonging to this bird is loft, but it 
is moft probably that from Severn River, 
N° 15. called Sbipomojpifh by the natives). 

The crown of the head is fpeckled with white, 
as in the Strix funerea. 

Vol. LXII. D d d 
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Strix, 8. Nebulofa. New fpecies. The grey Owl. 

Severn River, N° 36. 

This fine non-defcript owl lives upon hares, 
ptarmigans, mice, &c. It has two young at 
a time. The fpecimen fent over is laid to 
be one of the largeft. It is not defcribed by 
any author. Its weight is 3 pounds, length 16 
inches, breadth 4 feet. 

3. Lanius,! 9. Excubitor. 135. 11. Great Butcher- 

Shrike./bird. Brit. Zool. Cinereous Shrike. 

Faun. Am. Sept. 

Severn River, N° 1 r. 

White Whijkijohn at Hudfon’s Bay. The Ipe- 
cimen is a male; it weighs two ounces and 
a half, is feldom found on the coaft, but 
frequent about a hundred miles inland ; and 
feeds on fmall birds. It correfponds with 
ours in every refpedt. 

r Pica?. 

^'LPies. Faun. Am. Sept. 

4. Corvus, 1 ro. Canadenfis. 158. 16. Cinereous 

Crow, j Crow. Faun. Am. Sept. 9. 

Severn River,. N° 9 and 10. 

Thefe birds are called Whijkijohn and Whijkijaek 
at the Hudfon’s Bay. They weigh 2 ounces; 
and are 9 inches long, and 1 1 broad. Their 
eyes are black, and their feet of the fame 
colour. Their characters correfpond with the - 
Linnean defcription. They breed early in 
; their nefts are made of fticks and 
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grafs, and built in pine trees; they have 
two, rarely three, young ones at a time ; their 
eggs are blue ; they fly in pairs; the male 
and female are perfe&ly alike; they feed 
on black mofs, worms, and even flefh. When 
near habitations or tents, they are apt to pilfer 
every thing they can come at, even fait meat; 
they are bold, and come into the tents to 
eat victuals out of the dilhes. They watch 
perfons baiting the traps for martins, and de¬ 
vour the bait as foon as they turn their backs. 
Thefe birds lay up ftores for the winter, and 
are feldom feen in January, un'lefs near ha¬ 
bitations ; they are a kind of mock-bird ; 
when caught, they pine away and die, though 
their appetite never fails them. 

CoRVUSj 11. Pica. 157. 13. Magpie. Brit. Zool. 

Faun. Am. Sept. 9. 

Albany Fort, N° 5. 

It is called Oue-ta-kee ajke , i. e. Heart-bird, 
by the Indians. It is a bird of pafiage, and 
rarely feen; it agrees, in all relpe&s, with 
the European magpie, upon companion. 

5. Picus, J12. Auratus. 174. 9. Gold-wing 

Woodpecker. J Woodpecker. Faun. Am. Sept. 10. 

Catefby, I. 18. 

Albany Fort, N° 4. the large Woodpecker. 

The natives of America call this bird Ou-thee- 
quan-nor-now, from the yellow colour of the 
(hafts of the quill and underfide of the tail 
feathers. It is a bird gf paflage; vifits the 
D d d 2 neigh. 
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neighourhood of Albany Fort in April, leave* 
it in September ; lays from four to fix eggs in 
hollow trees, feeds on fmall worms and other 
infe&s. Its defcriptions anfwer exa&ly. 

Picus, 13. Villofus, 175. 16. Hairy Woodpecker. 

Faun. Am. Sept. 10. Catelby I. 19. 

Severn River, N° 56. 

The fpecimen fent over is a female, by its 
wanting the red on the head. The deicrip- 
tions of Linneus and Briflon agree j only the 
two middlemofl: feathers are black, the next 
are of the fame colour, but have a white 
rhomboidal fpot near the tip; the next are 
black, with the upper half obliquely white, 
the very tip being black j the next after that 
are white, with a round black fpot on the 
inner fide clofe to the bafe, and the lower 
part of the (haft is black, the outermoft 
feathers are quite white, the fhaft only at the 
bafe being black. 

14. Trida&ylus. 177.21. Three-toid Woodpecker. 

Faun. Am. Sept. 

Severn River, N° 8. 

A female, weight 2 ounces, length 8 inches, 
breadth 13; eyes dark blue, legs black. It 
builds its nefi: in trees, lives in woods upon 
worms picked out of trees, is not very com¬ 
mon at Severn River. The defcriptions an- 
fwer« 


III. OalHnas. 
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III I ^ a ^ nae * 

\ Gallinaceous. Faun. Am. Sept. 


6. Tetrao. ri5Canadenfis,274.3.1 Faun.Am.Sept.io. 

Grous. {Canace, 275.7* j Spotted Grous. 

Gelinotte du Canada, male et femelle, PI. enl. 

1 3 1 et 132. Buffon Oifeaux II. p. 279. 4to. 

BrifTon I. p. 203. t. 20. f. 1, 2, and p. 201. app. 

10. Edwards, t. n8and7i. 

Severn River, N° 5. Woodpartridge. 

Thefe birds are all the year long at Hudfon’s 
Bay, and never change the colour of their 
plumage. The accounts from Hudfon’s Bay 
fay, there is no material difference between 
the male and female ; which muff be a mil- 
take, as they are really very different. Lin- 
neus’s defcriptions of the Tetrao Canadenfis, 
and Canace, both anfwer to the fpecimens lent 
over, fo that, after comparing them, I find 
they are only one and the fame fpecies. I 
fuppofe the dividing them into two, was oc- 
oalioned by Briffon’s and Edwards’s defcrip¬ 
tions, being taken from fpecimens lent from 
different parts of the continent of America, 
and perhaps caught at different feafons. Mr. 
de Buffon has, 1 find, the fame opinion with 
me, and by comparing the drawings of Ed¬ 
wards, with thofe of the Planches enluminees, 
it is put beyond a doubt. Tbefe birds are 
very flupid, may be knocked down with a 
flick, and are frequently caught by the na~ 
1 tires 
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tives with a flick and a loop. In fummer 
they are good eating; but an winter they tafte 
ffrongly of the pine fpruce, upon which they 
feed during that feafon, eating berries in fum¬ 
mer. They live in pine woods, their nefts 
are on the ground; they generally lay but five 
eggs. 

Tetrao, 16. Lagopus, 274.4. White Grous. Faun. 

Am. Sept. 10. Ptarmigan. Br. Zool. La- 
gopede de la Baye de Hudfon. BufFon Oif- 
eaux II. p. 276. Edw. t. 72. 

Severn River. N° i>—4. W'illow-partridges. 

The Hudfon’s Bay ptarmigan has been feparated 
from the European in the Britifh Zoology,and 
•afterwards by M. de Buffon : however, I muffc 
own, I cannot yet find the differences which 
they aflign to thefe fpecies. They contend that 
the Hudfon’s Bay bird figured by Edwards is 
twice as big as the European ptarmigan j Mr. 
Edwards, I think, does not intimate this, 
when he fays, the bird is of a middle fize, 
between partridge and pbeafant; he on the 
contrary fuppofes them to be the fame fpecies. 
The Britifh Zoology, after Willoughby, fays, 
the ptarmigan’s length is 13J inches. The 
account from Severn River fays it is 16 T inches. 
The breadth in the Britifh Zoology is laid to 
be 23 inches. The breadth in the Hudfon’s 
Bay birds, according to the accounts from Se¬ 
vern River, is 23 inches. Willoughby’s ptar¬ 
migan weighed 14 ounces j that in the Britifh 

Zool. 
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Zool. illuftr. t. 13. 19 ounces; that from the 
Hudfon’s Bay (i § lb) 24 ounces. Thele dif¬ 
ferences are of little confequence, and far 
from increafing the Hudfon’s Bay bird to 
double the fize of the European. The Bri- 
tifh Zoology fays, there is a difference in 
the futnmer colours; but Mr. Edwards in¬ 
forms us, that he compared the Hudfon’s Bay 
bird with the descriptions of former ornitho- 
logifts, and found them to anfwer j he like- 
wife allures us he had the fame bird from 
Norway. Therefore I cannot help diffenting 
from the Britifh Zoology, in this one parti¬ 
cular, and thinking with Linneus and Briffon, 
that the European and Hudfon’s Bay ptarmi¬ 
gans are the fame, efpecially as the colours 
vary very much in the different fexes and at 
different feafons. To this we may. add the 
teftimony of a gentleman well verfed in 
natural hiftory, who,.having had opportunities 
of comparing numbers of Hudfon’s Bay and 
European ptarmigans, affured me that he did 
not fee any difference between them. They 
go together in great flocks in the beginning of 
October, living among the willows, of which 
they eat the tops (whence they have got the 
name of willow partridges) : about that time 
they lofe their beautiful futnmer plumage, 
and exchange it it for a fnowy white drefs, 
moft providently adapted by its thickness to 
fereen them againft the feverity of the fea- 
fon, and by its colour againft their enemies 
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the hawks and owls, againfl vvhofe attacks 
they would otherwife find no fhelter. Each 
feather is double, that is, a fhort one under 
a long one, to keep them warm. In the latter 
end of March, they begin again to change 
their plumage, and have get their full fum- 
mer drefs by the end of June. They breed 
every where along the coaft, and have from 
nine to eleven young at a time; making 
their nefls on the ground, generally on dry 
ridges. They are excellent eating, and fo 
plentiful that ten thoufand have been taken 
at Severn, York, and Churchill Forts. The 
method of netting or catching them, is as 
follows: a net made of jack-twine, twenty 
feet fquare, is laced to four long poles, and 
lupported in front with the flicks, in a perpen¬ 
dicular fituation; a long line is faftened to thefe 
fupports, one end of it reaching to a place 
where a perfon lies concealed; feveral men 
drive the ptarmigans (which are as tame as 
chickens, efpecially on a mild, fnowy day), 
towards the net, which they run to, as foon 
as they fee it. The perfon concealed draws 
the line, by which means the net falls 
down, and catches 50 or 70 ptarmigans at 
once. They are fometimfcs rather wild, but 
grow better humoured (as Mr. Graham 
fays) by being driven about, for they feldom 
forfake thofe willows which they have once 
frequented. 


Tetrao. 



[ 393 ] 


TjStrao. 1 J. Togatus, 275. 8. Shoulder-knot 
Grous. Groffe Gelinotte du Canada. PI. enl. 104. 
Briff. I. 207. t. 21. f. 1. Buffon Oifeaux II. p. 
287. 

Severn River, N° 60 and 61. Albany Fort r and 2. 

This bird anfwers the defcriptions given of it by 
the ornithologifts in all refpe&s, and perfectly 
refembles the figure in Briffon, and in the 
Planches enluminees. It differs from Ed¬ 
wards’s ruffed heathcock, t. 248. or Lin- 
neus’s Tetrao umbellus, as the latter has 
not the (Tuning black axillar feathers, or 
(houlder-knot, but a ferruginous one, is much 
lefs, and has brighter colours. M. de Buf- 
fon, however, thinks they are the fame, 
and fufpeCts at the fame time, that the bird 
which he calls la groffe Gelinotte du Canada 
(and which is the fame with the Society’s 
lpecimens) is the female of Mr. Edwards’s 
bird, t. 248. This conjecture is deftroyed 
by the fpecimens now lent from Hudfon’s 
Bay, which by the accounts from thence are 
exprellly faid to be males. The (houlder- 
knot groufes bear the Indian name of Pujkee, 
or Pufpujkee, at Hudfon’s Bay, on account 
of the leannefs and drynefs of their fle(h, 
which is extremely white, and of a very clofe 
texture, but when well prepared is excellent 
eating. They are pretty common at Moo,fa 
Fort and Henly.Houfe, but are feldom feen 
at Albany Fort, or to the northward of the 
above places* In winter they feed upon ju- 
VOL. LXII. E«; niper 
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niper tops, in fummer on goofe- berries, rafp- 
berries, currants, cranberries, &c. They are 
not migratory, flaying all the year at Moofe 
Fort; they build their nefts on dry ground, 
hatch nine young at a time, to which the 
mother clucks, as our common hen does} 
and on the leaft appearance of danger, or in 
orderto enjoy a comfortable degree of warmth, 
the young ones retire under the wings of their 
parent. 

N. B. A fpecimen, which is fuppofed to be 
either a young bird or a female, wants the 
blueifh black fhoulder-knot; but it is the 
fame in all other refpedts. 

Tetrao, i8 . Phafianellus. Linn. Syft. Nat. Ed, 
X. p. 160. n. 5. Edw. 117. Longtailed Grous. 
Faun. Am. Septentr. 10. r 
Severn River, N° 6 and 7. Albany Fort, N° 3. 

This bird, which Mr. Edwards has drawn plate 
j 17, was by Linneus in the tenth edition of 
his Syftem, ranged as a new fpecies of grous 
or tetrao, by the fpecific name of Phafianel- 
lus (alluding to the name of Pheafant which 
it bears at Hudfon’s Bay, and likewife to its 
pointed tail). He afterwards in the new or 
twelfth edition of the Syflem, p. 273. makes 
it a variety of the great Cock of the Wood, 
or Tetrao Urogallus, probably from the ac¬ 
count in Mr. Edwards, that the male ftruts 
very upright, is' in general of a darker colour 
than the female, and has a gloffy neck. Thefe 
circumftances, however^ are not fufficient to 

bring 
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bring them under the fame fpecies, for it is 
known that the males of all the grous tribe, 
and indeed of mofl of the gallinaceous birds, 
•are tiled to ftrut in a very ftately manner, and 
that the colours of their plumage are much 
more diftindt than thole of the females. But 
the fpecific difference alone, which Linneus 
afiigns to the cock of the wood, abfolutely 
excludes our Hudfon’s Bay fpecies; he calls 
it Tetrao pedibus hirfutis, cauda rotundata, 
axillis albis. Whoever examines Mr. Ed¬ 
wards’s figure, and the fpecimens now in the 
Society’s polfeflion, wdli find the tail very 
fihort, but pointed, the two middle feathers 
being half an inch longer than the reft, (Mr. 
Edwards fays two inches) and the axillae, or 
fhoulders, by no means white: befides this 
difference, the colour and fize of the Hud¬ 
fon’s Bay bird are iikewife vaftly different 
from thofe of the cock of the wood. Its length 
is 17 inches, its breadth 24, and, as Mr. 
Edwards juftly fays, it is fomewhat bigger 
than the common pheafant. The great cock 
of the wood is as big as a turky; and 
its female, which is much lefs, however 
far exceeds our bird, it being 26 inches long, 
and 40 broad. See Britifh Zool. o&avo, 
p. 200. The figures given of the le- 
male of the T. Urogallus, or great cock of 
the wood, in the Br. Zool. folio, plate M 
and the Planche enluminee 75, will ferve 
upon comparifon as a convincing proof' of 
the vaft difference there is between the Hud- 
fon’s Bay pheafant grous and the European cock 
E e e 2 of 



[ 39 6 ] 

of the wood. The figure, which Mr. Ed¬ 
wards has given of the former bird, does not 
exadtly correfpond with the Society’s fpeci- 
men, as he has reprefented the marks on 
the bread half-moon fhaped, though they 
are heart-ihaped as thofe on the belly in the 
dried bird; that is, they are white fpots, 
with a pale brownifh yellow cordated brim. 
Nor can I agree with Mr. Edwards, when 
he calls this bird the long-tailed grous from 
Hudfon’s Bay; for its tail is really very fhort, 
in comparifon with that of other groufe, and 
its fmallnefs and acutenefs afford one of the 
mod didinguifhing characters of the fpecies. 

The native Indians call thefe pheafant groufes, 
Oc-kifs-cow: they are found all the year 
long, amongd the fmall juniper bufhes, of 
which the buds are their principal food, as 
alfo the buds of birch in winter, and all forts 
of berries in fummer. They never vary their 
colours; nor is there any great difference be¬ 
tween the male and female, except in the 
caruncula or comb over the eye, which in the 
male is an inch long, and 4 of an inch 
high. The account from Albany Fort adds, 
that the colour of the male is fomewhat 
browner, and almod a chocolate on the bread. 
Their flefh is of a light brown, exceeding 
juicy, and they are very plump. They lay 
from 9 to 13 eggs j their young can run al¬ 
mod as foon as they are hatched j they make 
a piping noife fomewhat like a chicken. The 
cock has a fhrill crowing note, not very loud; 
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but when difturbed, or whilft flying, he makes 
a repeated noife of cuck, cock. They are 
inoft common in winter at Albany Fort. 

Before 1 leave the genus of groufes, I mufl 
obferve that their feet have a peculiarity, 
taken notice of by few authors; the toes, 
in feveral fpecies, have on each fide a row 
of fhort flexible teeth, like thofe of a comb; 
fo that the toes appear pe&inated. The 
fpecies, which are known to have fuch pecti¬ 
nated toes, are, 

1. The great Cock of the Wood, Pctraa 
Urogallus, Linn. 

2. The Black Cock, T. Teirix , Linn. 

3. The Spotted Grous, f T. Canadenfis , 

and (_ T. Canace, Linn., 

4. The Ruffed Grous, T. JJmbellus , Linn. 

5. The Shoulder-knot Grous, T. 'Togatus, 
•Linn. 

6 The Pheafant Grous, T. Phajianellus . 

7. The Hazel Hen, T. Bonajia, .Linn. 

8. The Pyrenasan Grous, T. Alchata , Linn. 

This is a circumftance, which ought to be at-, 
tended to in all other fpecies of groufes, as it 
may in time afford a diftinguiflhing character 
for a divifion in this great genus; the ptar¬ 
migan, or T, Lagcfus , Linn, is without thefe 
teeth o 


IV Co- 
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jy | Cola mb®. 

(.Columbine. Faun. Am. Sept. 

;. Coi.umba ,\ 19. Migratoria. 285. 36. Migratory 
Pigeon. J Pigeon. Catefb. 1 . 23. Kalm II. 
p. 82, t. Pafienger Pigeon, Faun. Am. Sept. 11. 

Severn River, N° 63. Wood-pigeon. 

Thefe pigeons are very fcarce fo far northward as 
Severn river, but abound near Moofe-fort, and 
further inland to the fouthward. Their com¬ 
mon food are berries and juniper buds in 
winter; they fly about in great flocks, and 
are reckoned good eating. This account is 
-confirmed by Kalm in his travels (Englifh 
edition) Vol. II. p. 82 and 311. They hatch 
only two eggs at a time, and their nefts are 
built in trees. Their eyes are fmall and black, 
the irides yellow, the feet red : the neck fine¬ 
ly glofled with purple, brighter in the male. 
They weigh 9 ounces. 



8. Alauda."|20. Alpeftris. 289. 10. Klein, Hift. of 
Lark./Birds, 4to. p. 73. Shore Lark, Faun. 

Am. Sept. 12. Catefb. I. 32. 

Albany Fort, N° 6. 

This l'pecies is ind.fferentlydefcribed by Linneus, 
who fays that all the tail-feathers on their in¬ 
ner web are white, (reilricibus dimidio in¬ 
terior e albis ); though it does not appear that 
he i'aw a fpecimen of it himlelf. Both the 
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quill and tail-feathers are dufky, and in both 
the outermoft feather only has a white exte¬ 
rior margin. The coverts of the tail are of 
a pale ferruginous colour, and two of them 
are nearly as long as the tail itfelf. The fca- 
pularsare ferruginous; in the male, the head 
and whole back have a tinge of the lame co¬ 
lour, marked with dufky freaks ; in the fe¬ 
male, the back is grey, and the dulky flripes 
of a darker hue. The crown of the head is 
black in the male, dufky in the female ; the 
forehead is yellow, the bill and feet are black, 
the belly of a dirty reddifh white. Thefe 
larks are migratory, they vilit the environs 
of Albany Fort in the beginning of May, 
but go further northward to breed : they feed 
on grafs-feeds, and buds of the fprig-birch ; 
run into fmail holes, and keep dole to the 
ground, from whence the natives give them 
the name of Chi-chup-pi-Jue. 

9. Turdus.121. Migratorius, 292. 6. American 
Thrufh. j Fieldfare. Kalm II. p. 90. Faun. Am. 
Sept. II. Catefbyl. 29. 

Severn River, N° 59. Albany Fort, 7, 8, 9. 

The defcriptions of thefe birds in various authors 
coincide with the fpecimens ; at Severn River 
they appear at the beginning of May, and 
leave the environs before the froft lets in. 
At Moofe Fort, in the north latitude 51 0 . 
they build their neft, lay their eggs, and hatch 
their young in the fpace of fourteen days; 
but at York fort and Severn feitlement this is 

done 
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done in 26 days: they build their nefts in 
frees, lay four beautiful light-blue eggs, feed 
an worms and carrion : when at liberty they 
ling very prettily, but confined in a cage, 
they lofe their melody. There is no material 
diftin£tion between the male and female. 
Their weight is 2| ounces, the length 9 
inches, and the breadth t foot; they are cal¬ 
led red birds at Hudfon’s Bay ; their Indian 
name is Pee-pee-chue. 

Turdus, 22. 

Severn River, N° 54 and 55, male and female. 

From the flunking fimilarity with our blackbird, 
the Englifh at Hudfon’s Bay have given this 
bird the fame name. However, upon a clofe 
examination, I find the difference very great 
between our European blackbird, and the 
Hudfon’s Bay or American one. The plumage 
of the male, inltead of being deep black 
without any glofs, as in ours, has a fhining 
purple calf, not unlike the plumage of 
the Gracula Qutfcula, Linn, or fhining 
Gracule, Faun. Am. Sept.; or the Maize 
thief, of Kalm. The female indeed is very 
like our female blackbird, being of a dufky 
colour on the back, and a dark grey on the 
breaft. The feet and bill are quite black in 
both fexes; the former have the back claw 
almolf as long again as any of the other claws. 
There are no veffiges of yellow palpebrse in 
either the male or the female; the bill in 
both is ftrong, fmooth, and fubulated; the 

upper 
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upper mandible being carinated, but very 
little arched, and without any tooth or in¬ 
denture whatever, on the lower fide. The 
nodrils are as in other thrufhes. This bird 
has no bridles at the bafe of its bill, its feet 
have fuch fegments as Scopoli in the Annus 
I. Hidorico-Naturalis attributes to the dares. 
Indead of being folitary and living retired 
like the European blackbirds, thefe American 
ones come in flocks to Severn River in June, 
live among the willows, build in all kinds of 
trees, and return to the foutKward in autumn. 
They feed on worms and maggots; their 
weight is 21 ounces, and they are nine inches 
long, and one foot broad. One that was 
kept twelve months in a cage pined away, 
and died. Notwithdanding thefe circum- 
ftances, I cannot help remaining undetermined 
with regard to this bird, which at fird fight 
is like the blackbird, has the bill of a thrulh, 
and the feet and gregarious nature of a dare. 
It is to be hqged, that future accounts from 
Hudfon’s Bay may inform us further, of 
the nature of this bird, its time of incuba¬ 
tion, the number of eggs it lays, and the 
colour of thofe eggs, together with the note 
of the bird, the difference and charadteridick 
marks of both the male and female, and 
other circumdances, which may ferve to de¬ 
termine to what genus and fpecies we are to 
refer this bird. 


Vl. LXII. 
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io. Eoxia, f 23 • Curviroftra, 299. 1. Crofsbill, 
Grofbeak. j Br. Zool. Faun. Am. Sept. n. The 
fmall variety. 

Severn River, N° 27 and 28. 

This bird comes to Severn River the latter end 
of May, breeds more to the northward, and 
returns in autumn, in its way to thefouth, de¬ 
parting at the fetting in of the froft. The 
irides in the male are of a beautiful red, in 
the female yellow : the weight is faid to be 
10 ounces (probably by miftake for 1 ounce, 
as it is impoflible fo fmall a bird fhould weigh 
more), the length is 6 inches, the breadth 10. 

24. Enucleator, 299. 3. Pine Grofbeak. Br. Zool,, 
and Faurn Am. Sept. Edw. 123, 124, PI. enh. 

* 35 - f : *• 

Severn River, N° 29, 30. 

It anfwers to the defcriptions and figures of the 
ornithologifts pretty well 5 only Edwards’s fe¬ 
male has the red too bright, which is rather 
orange in our fpecimen, on the head, neck, 
and coverts of the tail. This bird only vifits 
the Hudfon’s Bay fettlements in May, on its 
way to the north, and is not obferved to re¬ 
turn in autumn j its food confifts of birch- 
willow buds, and others of the fame nature; 
it weighs z ounces, is p inches long, and 
13 broad. 


11. Em- 
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li. Emberiza. J25. Nivalis. 308. 1. Greater 
Bunting. {.Brambling, Br. Zool. Snowbird 
Snowflake, ibid. Snow-bunting. Faun. Am. Sept. 
11. 

Severn River, N° 24—26. 

The bird, in futurner drefs, correfponds exa&ly 
with the defcription of the greater brambling, 
Br. Zook The defcription of the fnowflake, 
or the fame bird in winter drefs, ibid. vol. IV 
p. 19. is fomewhat different, perhaps owing 
to the different feafons the birds were caught 
in, as it is well known they change their co¬ 
lour gradually. They are the firft of the mi¬ 
gratory birds, which come in fpring to Severn 
(ettlement; in the year 1771 they appeared 
April the 1 ith, flayed about a month or five 
weeks, and then proceeded further northward 
in order to breed there; they return in Sep¬ 
tember, flay till the cold grows fevere in 
November, then retire fouthward to a warmer 
climate. They live in flocks, feed on grafs- 
feeds, and about the dunghills, are eafily 
caught under a fmall net, fome oatmeal being 
ftrewed under it to allure them j they are 
very fat, and fine eating. The weight is i 
ounce and 5 drams, the length 6f inches, and 
the breadth 10 inches. 

Em briza. 26. Leucophrys. New Species. White 
Crowned Bunting. 

Severn River, N° 50. Albany Fort, 10. 

This elegant little fpecies of Bunting is called 
a hedge fparrow at Hudfon’s Bay, and has 
F f f 2 not 
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not hitherto been defcribed. Jt vilits Severn fet- 
tlement in June, and feeds'on grafs-feeds, little 
worms, grubs, It weighs £ of an ounce, 
and is yjinches long, and 9 inches broad ; the 
bill and legs are flelh-coloured ; the male is 
not materially different from the female, its 
nefts are built in the bottom of willow bufhes, 
it lays three eggs of a chocolate colour. It 
vilits Albany Fort in May, breeds there, and 
leaves it in September. 

12. Fringijlla, f 27. Lapponica. 317. 1. Faun* 
Finch.ISuec. 235. 

Severn river, N° 5 2. 

It is called Tecurmajhifh, by the natives at Hud- 
fon’s Bay. The defcription in Linneus’s 
Fauna Suecica coincides exadlly with the 
fpecimen; that in his Syftem anfwers very 
nearly : Mr. Brillon’s defcription (though he 
quotes Linneus, and Linneus quotes him) is 
widely different. The fpecimen fent over is 
a femalethe males have more of the fer¬ 
ruginous colour on the head; the eyes are 
blue, the legs dark brown. It is only a win¬ 
ter inhabitant near Severn river, appears 
not before November, and is commonly 
found among the juniper trees; it weighs 
| of an ounce,, its length is 5 inches, and its 
breadth 7. 


FRINGILfcA,. 
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Frinsilla. 28. Linaria. 322. 29. Lefier red 
headed Linnet. Br. Zool. 

Severn River, N° 23. 

The defcriptions of Linneus, Briffon, and the 
British Zoology, anfwer perfectly well. The 
figure in Planche enlurninee 15r. f. 2. has 
a quite ferruginous back contrary to all the 
defcriptions and the fpecimen before us, in 
which all the feathers on the back are dufky, 
edged with dirty white. 

29. Montana, 324. 37. Mountain Sparrow, Tree 
Sparrow. Br. Zool. Edw. 269. Brifion III. p. 
79. Faun. Am. Sept. 

Severn River, N° 20. 

This feems to be a variety, as its tail is rather 
longer than ufual, and forked; it anfwers. 
nearly to the defcriptions given by the orni- 
thologifts, and feems to be a female, as it 
has no black under the throat and eyes, and; 
no white collar. The bill and legs are black, 
the eyes blue. At Severn fettlement it arrives 
in May, goes to breed further northwards, 
and returns in autumn : the weight is £ of 
an ounce, the length 6| inches, and breadth 
10. I was inclined to make this bird a new 
fpeeies, on account of the many differences 
between it and the mountain fparrow; but 
confidering the fpecimen fent over was not 
in the bell order, and might be a female, X 
thought it beft to leave it where it is, till we 
are better informed. 


Frin- 
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Fr ingill a. 30. Hudfonias. New Specimen. 

Severn River, N° j 8. 

This is certainly a nondefcript fpecies; it only 
vifits Severn fettlement in fuminer, not 
being ieen there before June, when it Rays 
about a fortnight, goes further to the north¬ 
ward to breed, and pafles by Severn again 
in autumn on its return fouth. It is very dif¬ 
ficult to procure, and therefore it could not 
be determined whether the fpecimen was a 
male or female. It frequents the plains, and 
lives on grafs-feeds; it weighs \ an ounce, 
is 6 \ inches long, and 9 inches broad: it has 
a fmall blue eye, and a whitifh bill faintly 
linged with red ; the whole body is blaekifh, 
or of a foot colour, the belly alone with the 
two outermoft tail feathers on each fide being 
white. It is to be wiflied that more fpeci- 
mens and circumftantial accounts of this 
bird were fent over, which would enable us 
to determine its character with more preci- 
fion. 

13. MusciCAPA,f 31. Striata. New Species, Striped 
Flycatcher. | Flycatcher. 

Severn River, N° 48 and 49* Male and Female. 

This fpecies vifits Severn river only in fummer, 
feeding on grafs-feeds, etc. j it weighs half an 
ounce, is 5 inches long, and feven broad; 
the male is widely different from the female: 
this fpecies is entirely nondefcript. 


2 
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® 4 * Motacilla,J32. Calendula. 337. 47. Ruby 
Wagtail. \ crowned Wren. Edw. 254. 
Faun. Am. Sept. 

(The number belonging to this bird is loft; 
however, it is moft probably that Tent from 
Severn river, N° 53.) 

It anfwers to the defcriptions and the figure of 
Edwards; its weight is 4 drams, its length 4 
inches, and its breath 5. It migrates, feeds 
on grafo-feeds and the like, and breeds in the 
plains; the number of eggs is not known. 

15. PaRus, f 33. Atricapillus. 341. 6. Black Cap 
Titmoufe. { Titmoufe. 

Albany Fort, N° 11. 

The defcription given by Linneus anfwers, and 
fo does M. Briflon’s in moft particulars, ex¬ 
cept that the quill-feathers are not white on 
the infide. Thefe birds ftay at Albany Fort 
all the year, yet feem moft numerous in the 
coldeft weather; probably being then more 
in want of food, they come nearer the fettle- 
ments, in order to pick up all remnants.. 
They feed on fiies and fmall maggots, and like- 
wife on the buds of the fprig-birch, in which 
they perhaps only fearch for infedls; they 
make a twittering norfe, from which the na¬ 
tive call them Kifs-kifs-ke-fhijh. 


Pakus* 
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Parus. 34. Hudfonicus. New Species. Hud- 
fon’s Bay Titmoufe. 

Severn River, N° 12. 

This new l^ecies of titmoufe, is called Peche-h• 
ke-Jhijh, by the natives. They are common 
about the juniper bufhes, of which the buds 
are their food j in winter they fly about from 
tree to tree in fmall flocks, the fevered wea¬ 
ther not excepted. They breed about the fet- 
tlements, and lay 5 eggs j they have fmall 
eyes, with a white ftreak under them, and 
black legs: the male and female are quite 
alike; they weigh half an ounce, are 54. inches 
long, and 7 inches broad. 

16. Hirundo,| 35. 

Swallow. / 

Severn River, N° 58. 

The fwallows build under the windows, and 
on the face of fteep banks of the river, they 
difappear in autumn; and the Indians fay, 
they were never found torpid under water, 
probably becaufe they have no large nets to 
Jifh with under the ice. The fpecimen fent 
anfwers in fome particulars to the defcription 
of theMartin, Hirundo Urbica,Linn, but feems 
to be fmaller, and has no white on the rump. 
I have, therefore, thought it bed to leave the 
fpecies undetermined, till further informa¬ 
tions are received from Hudfon’s Bay, on this 
fubjedh 


2. Water- 
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2. Water-Birds- 

yj f Grallte, 

1 Clovenfooted. Faun. Am. Sept. 

■i 7. Ardea, f 36. Canadenfis. 234. 3. Edw. 133. 

Heron. iCanada Crane. Faun. Am. Sept. 14. 

Severn River, N° 35. Blue Crane. 

The account from Severn fettlement fays, there 
is no material difference between the male 
and female; however, the fpeeimen fent over, 
I take to be a female, as its plumage is in 
general duller than that figured by Edwards, 
and as the laft row of white coverts of the wing 
are wanting. Thefe cranes arrive near Severn 
in May, have only two young at a time, 
retire fouthward in autumn ; frequent lakes 
and ponds, and feed on fifh, worms, See. 
They weigh feven pounds and a half, are 
31 feet long, and 3 feet 5 inches broad; the 
bill is 4 inches long, the legs 7 inches, but 
the leg and thigh 19. 

Ardea. 37. Americana, 234. 5. Hooping Crane. 

Edw. 132. Catefby, 1. 75. Faun. Am. Sept. 

14. “ 

York Fort. 

Edwards’s figure is very exa£t; Catefby’s is not 
fo good, as it reprefents the bill too thick to¬ 
wards the point. 


Vol. LXII. 
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3$. Stellaris, 239. 21. Varietas. The Bittern, Br. 

Zool. Edw. 136. Faun. Am. Sept. pag. 14 *. 

Severn River, N° 64. 

At firft fight, 1 thought the fpecimen Tent from 
Hudfon’s Bay, was a young bird} but upon 
nearer examination and comparing it with 
Mr. Edwards’s account and figure, I take it 
to be a variety of the common bittern pe¬ 
culiar to North America; it is fmaller, but 
upon the whole very much refembles our 
bittern. Mr. Edwards’s meafurements and 
drawings correfpond very well with the fpeci- 
men. 

This bird appears at Severn river the latter end 
of May, lives chiefly among the fwamps and 
willows, where it builds its neft, and lays 
only two eggs at a time ; it is very indolent, 
and, when roufed, removes only to a fhort 
difiance. 


18. Scolopax, f 39. Totanus, 245. 12. Spotted 
Woodcock.! Woodcock, Faun. Am. Sept. 14, 
Albany Fort, N° 16. 

This bird is called a yellow leg at Albany fort, 
from the bright yellow colour of the legs, 
efpecially in old birds ; a circumftance, in 
which it varies from the defcriptions of Lin- 
neus and Briflbn, probably becaufe they de~ 


* In the Faunuia Americae Septentrionalis, p. 14. thefynonym 
of Ardea Hudfonias, Linn, has by miftake been annexed to the 
bittern, and likewife pi. 135 of Edwards has been quoted in- 
ftead of plate 136. They are tvyo very different birds. 

fcribed 
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fcrlbed from dried Ipecimens, in winch the 
yellow colour always changes into brown. It 
agrees in other refpe&s perfectly well with 
tne deferiptions: it comes to Albany fort in 
April or beginning of May, and leaves it 
the latter end of September. It feeds on 
fmall (hell Sfh, worms, and maggots; and 
frequents the banks of rivers, fwamps* &c. 
It is called by the natives Sa-fa-Jhew , from 
the noife it makes. 

Scolopax. 40. Lapponica. 246. 15. Red God- 
wit. Br. Zool. Faun. Am. Sept. 14. Ed. 138. 

Churchill River, N° 13. 

IJnneus deferibes this bird very exactly in his 
Syflema Naturae: the middle of the belly has 
no white in the Society’s fpecimen, as that 
had from which the defeription in the Br. 
Zool. oflavo I. p. 353, 354, was taken. All 
the other chara&ers correlpond. 

Scolopax. 41. Borealis. New Species . Elkimaux 
Curlew. Faun. Am. Sept, 14. 

Albany Fort, N° 15. 

This fpecies of Curlew, is not yet known to 
the ornithologies; the firft mention is made 
of it in the Faunula Americas Septentrionalis, 
or catalogue of North American animals. 
It is called Wee-kee-tne-nafe-Ju , by the natives; 
feeds on fwamps, worms, grubs, &c; vifits 
Albany Fort in April or beginning of May ; 
breeds to the northward of it, returns in Au~ 
G g g 2 gull; 
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guft, and goes away fouthward again the 
latter end of September. 

19. TRiNGA,f42. Interpres. 248. 4. Turn (lone.. 

Sand-piper. 1 Edw. 141. Faun. Am. Sept. 14. 

Severn River, N° 31 and 32. 

This fpecies is well deferibed by the ornitho- 
logifts; its weight is 3F° un c es > the length 
81 inches, and the breadth 17 inches; it 
has four young at a time ; its eyes are black, 
and the feet of a bright orange: this bird 
frequents the (idea of the river. 

43. Helvetica. 250. 12, Briffon. Av. V. p. 106.. 
t. 10. f. 2. 

(The number was loft, perhaps it is N° 17, 
from Fort Albany; upon that fuppofition the 
account is as follows: “ the natives call it 
<£ Waw-puJk-abrea-Jinjh , or white bear bird; 
** it feeds on berries, infeeds, grubs, worms, 
“ and fmall fhell-ffth ; vifits and leaves Al- 
“ bany fort at the fame time with the Sco- 
“ lopax ‘Totanus, and Borealis.” ) 

I find this bird anfwers very well to its deferip- 
tion ; the throat, bread, and. upper part of 
the belly are blackifh, as in the deferiptions, 
but mixed with white lunulated fpots, which 
are neither deferibed nor exprefled in M. 
Briffon’s figure, and may be owing to the 
difference of fex, or climate. 
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VIT f Anseres. 

* \ Webbed-footed. Faun. Am. Sept. 


29. Anas, f 44. Marila. 196.8. Scaup Duck. Br. 

Duck,tZool. Faun. Am. Sept. 17. 

Severn River, N° 44 and 45. Fifhing Ducks. 

Linneus’s defcription, and the figure in the Br. 
Zoology, folio, plate p. 153, agree per- 
fedlly well with the fpecimens. The female, 
as Linneus obferves, is quite brown, the breaft 
and upper part of the back being of a gloffy 
reddifh brown j the fpeculum of the wing 
and the belly are white. The eyes of the 
male have very bright yellow irides; thofe 
of the female are of a faint dirty yellow. 
The female is two ounces heavier than the 
male, which weighs one pound and an half, 
is i6| inches long, and 20 inches broad. 


Anas. 45. Nivalis. SnowGoofe. Faun. Am. Sept, 
p. 16. Lawfon’s Carolina. Anfer niveus BrifT. 
VI. 288. Klein. Anfer nivis. Schwenkfeld, Mar- 
figli. Danub. p. 802. t. 49. 

Severn River, N° 40, and a young one, N° 41. white 
Goofe. 

Thefe white geefe are very numerous at Hud- 
fon’s Bay, many thoufands being annually 
killed with the gun, for the ufe of the fet- 
tlements. They are ufually fhot whilft on 
the wing, the Indians being very expert at 
that exercile, which they learn from their 
youth; they weigh five or fix pounds, are 

2f feet 
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21 feet long, and 3! broad; their eyes are 
black, the irides fmall and red, the legs like- 
wife red; they feed along the fea, and are 
fine eating ; their young are bluifh grey, and 
do not attain a perfect whitenefs till they are 
a year old. They vifit Severn river firft in 
the middle of May, on their journey north¬ 
ward, where they breed; return in the be¬ 
ginning of September, with their young, 
flaying at Severn fettlement about a fortnight 
each time. The Indian name is Way-way, 
at Churchill river. Linneus has not taken 
notice of this fpecies. 

Anas. 46. Canadenfis. 198. 14. Canada Goofe. 

Faun. Am. Sept. 16. Edw. 151. Catefby I. 

92, &c. 

Severn River, N° 42. 

The Canada geefe are very plentiful at Hud- 
fon’s Bay, great quantities of them are falted, 
but they have a fifhy tafte. The fpecimen 
fent over agrees perfectly with the defcrjp- 
tions and drawings. At Hudfon’s Bay this 
fpecies is called the Small Grey Goofe. Befides 
this, and the preceding white goofe, Mr. Gra¬ 
ham, the gentleman who fent the account 
from Severn fettlement, mentions three other 
fpecies of wild geefe to be met with at Hud- 
fon's-Bay ; he calls them, 

x. The large Grey Goofe. 

2. The Blue Goofe. 

3. The Laughing Goofe. 


4 


The 
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Thefirfl Of thefe, the large grey goofe, he fays, 
is fo common in England, that he thought 
it unrteceflary to fend fpecimensof it over. It 
is however prefumed, that though Mr. Gra¬ 
ham has fhewn himfelf a careful obferver, 
and an indefatigable colle&or* yet, not being 
a naturalift, he could not enter into any mi¬ 
nute examination about the fpecies to which 
each goofe belongs, nor from mere recollec¬ 
tion know, that his grey goofe was actually 
to be met with in England. A'natural, his¬ 
torian,-by-examination, often finds material 
differences, which would efcape a perfon un¬ 
acquainted with natural hiftory. The with, 
therefore, of feeing the lpecimens of thefe 
fpecies of geefe, mud occur to every lover 
of that feienee. Mr. Graham fays, the large 
grey geefe are the only fpecies that breed 
about Severn river. They frequent the plains 
and fwamps along the coaft. Their weight 
is nine pounds. 

The blue goofe is as big as the white goofe ; 
and the laughing goofe is of the fize of the 
Canada or finall grey goofe. Thefe two 
lafl fpecies are very common along Hudfon’s 
Bay to the fouthward, but very rare to the 
northward of Severn river. The Indians 
have a peculiar method of killing all thefe 
fpecies of geefe* and likewife fwans. As 
thefe birds fly regularly along the marfhes, 
the Indians range- themfelves in a line acrofs 
the marfb, from the wood to high water 
mark, about mu flee t fhot from eath other, 
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fo as to be Cure of intercepting any geefe 
which fly that way. Each perfon conceals 
himfelf, by putting round him fome brufh 
wood; they likewife make artificial geefe 
of flicks and mud, placing them at a fhort 
diftance from themfelves, in order to decoy 
the real geefe within (hot: thus prepared, 
they fit down, and keep a good look outj and 
as foon as the flock approaches, they all lie 
down, imitating the call or note of geefe, 
which thefe birds no fooner hear, and perceive 
the decoys, than they go ftraight down to¬ 
wards them; then the Indians rife on their 
knees, and difcharge one, two or three guns 
each, killing two or even three geefe at each 
(hot, for they are very expert. Mr. Gra¬ 
ham fays, he has feen a row of Indians, by 
calling round a flock of geefe, keep them 
hovering among them, till every one of the 
geefe was killed. Every fpecies of geefe has 
its peculiar note or call, which muft greatly 
increafe the difficulty of enticing them. 

Anas. 47. Albeola. 199. 18. The Red Duck. 
Faun. Am. Sept. 17. Edw. t. 100. Sarcelle de 
la Lonifiane. Briffon VI. t. 41. f. 1. 

Severn River, N° 37 and 38. Fiffiing Birds. 

The delbriptions and figures anfwer very well 
with the male, except that the three exterior 
feathers are not white on the outfide, but 
all dufky. 

The female is not defcribed by any one of the 
ornithologiftsj and therefore deferves to be 

noticed. 
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noticed, to prevent future miftakes. The 
whole bird is dulky, a few feathers on the 
forehead are rufty, and fome about the ears 
of a dirty white; the bread is grey, the belly 
and fpeculum in the wings white; the bill 
and legs are black. They vifit Severn fettle- 
ment in June, build their nefts in trees, and 
breed among the woods, and near pondsj 
the weight of the female is one pound, its 
length 14 inches, and its breath 21. 

Anas. 4S. Clangula. 201. 23. Golden Eye. 

Br. Zool. Faun. Am. Sept. r6. 

Severn River, N° 51. 

Thefe birds frequent lakes and ponds, and breed 
there: they eat fifh and dime, and cannot 
rife off the dryland. The legs and irides 
are yellow ; their weight is 2 * pounds, and 
their meafure 19 inches in length, and two feet 
in breadth. The fpecimen fent is the male. 

Anas. 49. Perfpicillata. 201. 25. Black Duck. 
Faun. Am. Sept. 16. Edw. 155. 

Churchill River, N° 14. 

This i'pecies is exaffly defcribed, and well drawn 
by Edwards. The Indians call it She-ke-J'u - 
■partem. It ought to come into the firft di- 
vilion of Linneus’s ducks, *« rodro had 
“ gibbo,” as its bill is really very unequal 
at the hale. 


Vql. LXII. 
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Anas. 50. Glacialis. 203. 30, and Hyemalis, 202. 

29. Edw. t. 156. Swallow-tail. Br. Zool. 

Faun* Am. Sept. 17. 

Churchill River, N° 12. 

At Churchill River the Indians call this fpecies, 
Har-har-ney •, it correfponds with Edwards’s 
defcription and drawing, plate 156, but dif¬ 
fers much from Linneus’s inexadt defcription 
of the Anas Hyemalis, to which he, how¬ 
ever, quotes Edwards. Upon the whole it is 
almoft without a doubt that the bird repre- 
fented by Edwards, plate 280, and Br. Zool. 
folio, plate 7, and quoted by Linneus for 
his Anas glacialis, is the male, and that the 
bird figured by Edwards t. 1 56, and quoted by 
Linneus for the Anas Hyemalis,is the female, 
of one and the fame fpecies. Linneus men¬ 
tions a white body (in his Anas hyemalis) 
which in Edw. Tab. 156, and in the So¬ 
ciety’s fpecimen, is all brown and dufky, ex¬ 
cept the belly, temples, a fpot on the back 
of the head, and the fides of the rump, 
which are white. Linneus fays, that the 
temples are black; in the fpecimen now fent 
over, and in Mr. Edwards’s figure, which 
Linneus quotes, they are white ; the bread, 
back, and wings, are not black as he fays, 
but rather brown and dufky. A further 
proof, that Linneus’s Anas Glacialis and Hye¬ 
malis are the fame, is that the feet in both 
t. 156 and 280 of Edwards are red, and the 
bill black, with an orange fpot. 


Anas. 
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Anas. 51. Crecca. 204. 33. Varietas. Tea!, 
Br. Zool. Faun. Am. Sept. 17. 

Severn River, N° 33, 34. Male and female. 

This is a variety of the teal, for it wants the 
two white ftreaks above and below the eyes; 
the lower one indeed is faintly exprefled in 
the male, which has alio a lunatect bar of 
white over each fhoulder j this is not to be 
found in the European teal. This fpecies is 
not very plentiful near Severn river; they 
live in the woods and plains near little ponds 
of water, and have from five to feven young 
at a time. 

Anas. 52. Hiftrionica. 204. 35. Harlequin Duck. 
Faun. Am. Sept. 16. Edw. t. 99. 

This bird had no number fixed to it; it agrees 
perfectly with Edwards’s figure. 

Anas. 53. Bofchas. 205. 40. Mallard Drake. 

Faun. Am. Sept. Br. Zool. 

Severn River, N° 39. 

It is called Stock Drake at Hudlbn’s Bay, and 
correfponds in every refpect with the Euro¬ 
pean one, upon comparifon. 

21. Pelecanus,") 54. Onocrotalus. 251.x. A va- 
Pelecan.J riety. 

York Fort. 

This variety of the pelecan, agrees in every pa- 
ticular with Linneus’s oriental pelecan (Pele- 
H h h 2 canus 
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eanus onocrotalus orientalis), but has a pe¬ 
culiar tuft or fringe of fibres in the middle 
of the upper mandible, fomething nearer the 
apex than the bafe. This tuft has not been 
mentioned by any author, and is likewife 
wanting in Edwards’s pelican, t. 92. with 
which the Society’s fpecirhen corresponds in 
every other circumftanee. The P. Onocro¬ 
talus occidentalis, Linn, or Edw. t. 93 
American pelican, is very different from it: 
the chief differences are the colour, which 
in our Hudfon’s Bay bird is white, but in 
Edwards’s is of a greyifh brown ; and the 
lize, which in the white bird is almoft double 
of the brown one. The quill-feathers are 
black, and the (hafts of the larger ones white. 
The Alula, or baflard wing, is black. The 
bill and legs are yellow. 

23. Colymbus.'i 55. Glacialis. 221. 5. Northern 
* Diver,} Diver. Br. Zool. Faun. Am. 

Sept. 16. 

Churchill River, N° 8. called a Loon there.. 

This bird is well defcribed and drawn in the 
Britifh Z.oology, in folio. 

* * ■) 56. Auritus, «!. 222. 8. Edw. 145. 

Grebe.} Eared Grebe. Faun. Am. Sept. 15. 

Severn River, N° 43,. 

This is exactly the bird drawn by Edwards, t. 
145. The fpecimen fent over is a female. 
It differs much from our leffer crefted Grebe. 

Br, 
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Br. Zool. otfUvo I. p. 996, and Br. Zool. 
illuftr. plate 77. fig. 2. and Ed. 96. fig. 2. 
However, in both thefe works, it is looked 
on only as a variety, or diflFerent in fex. Mr. 
Graham has the fame opinion. It lives 
on fifti, frequenting the lakes near the fea 
coaft. It lays its eggs in water, and can¬ 
not rife off dry land. It is feen about the 
beginning of June, but migrates fouth- 
ward in autumn. It is called Sekeep , by 
the natives. Its eyes are final], the irides 
red, it weighs one pound, and meafures 
one foot in length, and ( one third more in 
breadth. 

23. Larus.') 57. Parafiticus. 226. to. Arctic Gull. 

Gull.J Br. Zool. Faun. Am. Sept. 16. Bdw. 
148. 149. 

Churchill River, N° 15. 

This fpecies is called a Man of War , at Hud- 
fon YBay-. It feems to be a female, by the 
dirty white colour of its plumage below, it 
agrees very well with Edwards’s drawing, and 
that in the Br. Zool. illuftr. 

24. Sterna. 1 58. Hirundo (Variety), 227. 2. 

Tern. J The greater Tern. Br. Zool. Faun. 
Am. Sept. 

(The number belonging to this bird is loft, per¬ 
haps it is N® 17, from Churchill River, called 

« A fort 
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** A fort of Gall, called Egg-breakers, by 
<c the natives.”) 

The feet are black j the tail is fhorter and 
much lefs forked than that defcribed and 
drawn in the Br. Zool. The outermoft tail- 
feather likewife wants the black, which that 
in the Britifh Zoology has. In other re- 
fjpedts it is the fame. 


DESCRIP 
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DESCRIPTIONES Avium Rariorum 
e Sinu Hudfonis. 


i. Falco sacer. 


Falco, cera pedibufque coeruleis, corpore, remi- 
gibus redtricibufque fufcis, fafciis pallidis; capite, 
pedlore & abdomine albis, maculis longitudinals- 
bus fufcis. 

Habitat ad linum Hudfonis et in reliqua America 
Septentrionali; vidlitat Lagopodibus &. Tetraonum 
fpeciebus. 

Descu. Magnitudo Corvi. 

Rojirum , cera, pedes coerulea; roftrum 
breve, curvum, coeruleo-atrum; mandi- 
bula utraque, bafi pallide coerulea, apice 
nigrefcente, utraque etnarginata. 

Caput tedium pennis albidis, maculis longi- 
tudinalibus, fufcis. 

Oculi magni; irides flavae. 

Gula alba, fufco-maculata. 

JDorfum et tedlrices alarum, plumis fufcis, 
ferrugineo-pallide marginatis, maculatif- 
que, maculis rachin non attingentibus. 

Pedlus, venter, criffum, tedlrices alarum 
inferiores, & femora alba, maculis longi- 
tudinalibus nigro-fufcis. 

Remiges fufco-nigri, viginti duo; primo- 
res apicibus margine albis, maculis fer~ 
3 rugineo- 
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-rugineo-pallidis, intra majoribus, tranA 
verbs, extra minoribus, rotundatis. 

ReSlrices duodecim, fupra fufcas, fafciis 
circiter duodecim & apice albidis; infra 
cinereas, fafciis albidis. 

2. Strix nebulosa. 

Stuix capitc laevi, corpore fufco, albido undulatim 
ftriato, remige fcxto longiore, apice nigricante. 

Habitat circa Sin uni Hudfonis, viditat Leporibus, 
Lagopodibus, Muribufque. 

DitscR. Rojirunt fufco-flavum, mandibula fuperiore 
fuperius magis flava. 

Oculi magni, iridibus flavis. 

Caput facie cinerea, e pennis fufco et pal- 
l:de cinereo alternatim ftriatis. Pone 
hafce p&nnas collum verfus eft ordo 
plumularum fufcaruni ad utramque ge- 
nam, femicirculum nigrum efiiciens. 

Occiput , cervix, et collum fufca, pennis, 
marginibus albo-maculatis. 

PeStus albidum, tnaculis longitudinalibus 
tranfverfifque fufcis. 

Abdomen album, fuperius uti pedus ma- 
culis longitudinalibus, fed inferius ftriis 
tranfverfis notatum. 

Dorfum totum et tedrices ate, caudreque 
confertim ex fufco & albido undulato- 
ftriata?. 

Alee fufcae; remiges primores fufei, grifeo 
tranfverlim fafeiati, fafciis latis nebulofis. 
Remex fextus, reliquis longior, apice 
1 magis 
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magis nigricans j primus vero reliquis 
primoribus brevior. Remige's reliqui 
pallidiores, obicurius fafciati. 

Cauda rotundata, redtricibus duodecim: 
duas intermediae paullo longiores, totae 
cinerafcente albido fufcoque undula- 
tim ftriatae, lineis duplicatis fufcis tranf- 
verfispluribus. Rectrices reliquae fufcae 
albido fubftriatae. 

Pedes tedli pennis albidis fufco-ftriatis. 

Magnitudo fere Strigis Nydteae, Linn. 

Longitudo unciarum 16 pedis Anglicani. 

Latitudo pedum quatuor. 

Pondus librarum trium. 

3. Tetrao Phasianellus. 

Linn. Ed. X. p. 160. n. 5. 

Tetrao pedibus hirfutis, cauda cuneiformi, remi- 
gibus nigris, exterius albo-maculatis. 

Habitat ad Sinum Hudfonis. 

Descr. Magnitudo fere Tetraonis Tetricis. Linn, 

Ro/irum nigrum. 

Oculorum irides avellaneae. 

Caput , collum & dorfum teftacea, nigro 
tranfverfim fafciata : macula albida inter 
roftrum et oculos: latera colli notata 
maculis rotundatis albidis. 

Dorfum teftaceum, plumis omnibus late 
nigro-fafciatis. 

Vol. LXIL I i i 
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Uropygium magis albido-cinereum, nigre- 
dine fimbriata fecundum rachin plu- 
marutn. 

Pedhis & Venter albida, maculis cordatis 
fufco-teftaceis in ventre faturatioribus. 

Alarum teftrices dilute teftaceo, nigro, 
alboque tranfverfim fafciatse, maculis 
pluribus rotundis albis. Remiges pri- 
mores nigri, latere exteriore albo-ma- 
culati fecundarii fufci, apice & ad 
marginem exteriorem albo fubfafciati: 
poftremi vero teftaceo fafciati, apice 
tantum albi. 

Reflrices breves, exteriores pallide fufcae, 
apice albae, duae intermediae reliquis 
longiores, teftaceo-maculatae. 

Pedes plumis albo-grifeis vefti digitis 
pedtinatis. 

Longitudo unciarum i6 pedis Anglicani. 

Latitudo pedum duorum. 

4. Emberiza leucophrys *. 

Emberiza remigibus redtricibufque fufcis, capite 
nigro, fafcia verticis, fnperciliifque niveis. 

Habitat in America Boreali ad Sinum Hudfonis. 

Descr. Magnitudo civcA&v fringilla ccelibis . 

RoJtrum rubrum, f. carnei coloris: Nares 
fubrotundae. 

Caput fafcia verticali lata Candida, paulu- 
lum ante roftrum deftnente ; fafcia atra 

* KvyM albus, O (ppv; fupercilium. 
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lata ad utrumque latus rafcrae albae. $u- 
perciliaalba, definentia in lineas, fafciam 
albam verticalem adtingentesj arcus dein 
atri, ex angulis oculorum, fere in occi- 
pite confluentes. 

Collum cinerafcens, in peflore dilutius. 

DorJ'um ferrugineo-fufcum, marginibus 
plumularum cinereis. 

Alee fufeae; remigum primorum margines 
exteriores tenuiffimi pallidi, interiores 
cinerafcentes: fecundarii & pennae tec- 
trices fufc£, marginibus latiufculis, ver- 
fus apicem albis, efficientibus fafciam 
albam ; fuper quana fafeia altera alba ex 
-maculis albis in apice tedricutn mino- 
rum, f. plumarum fcapularium. Alula; 
albas. Hemiges fubtus cinerei, margini- 
bus albis. 

PeBus cinereum, abdomen dilutius, fere 
album. 

Crijfum & plumule femora tegentes Iutef- 
centia. 

Uropygiurn cinereo-fufeum. 

Cauda squalis j red rices duodecim fufese, 
marginibus paullo pallidioribus, fubtus 
cinereae. 

Pedes carnei colons, digito intermedio & 
ungue portico reliquis longioribus. 

Longitudei unciarum ,7 pedis Anglicani. 

.Latitudo inter alas extenfas 9 unciarum 
pedis Anglicani. 

Cauda partem tertiam longitudinis totius 
aviculaa efficit. 

1 i i 2 Alee 
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Ala complicate paululum ultra cauda 
exortum protenduntur. 

Pondus drachmarum fex. 

5. Fringilla Hudsonias. 

Fringilla fufco-cinerafcens, roftro albido, pec- 
tore inferiore, abdomine, redtricibufque quatuor 
extremis albis. 

Habitat in America Boreal i. 

Descr. Magnitude circiter fringille carduelis. 

Rojlrum albidum, rubedine aliqua imbu- 
tum. 

Oculi parvi, coerulei. 

Corpus totum cinereo-nigricans, f. potius 
fuliginofum. 

Peflus inferius & abdomen alba. 

Remiges fufei, cinereo-marginati : alae 
complicate mediam fere caudam ad- 
tingunt. 

ReBrices fufcas, extime utrinque due tote 
albe, tertia fufca, macula oblonga alba, 
ad latus interius, prope rachin, apicetn 
attingens j reliquae totse. fufce. 

Pondus femuncie. 

Longitudo unciarum 6 \ pedis Anglican!. 

Latitude ? unciarum novem. 

6. Muscicapa striata. 

Muscicapa cinereo-virens, dorfo nigro ftriato, fub- 
tus flavefcenti-alba, gula lateribufque pe&oris 
fuico maculatis. 


Habitat 
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Habitat ad Sinum Hudfonis. 

Quum mas a fcemina multum differat, utique 
congruum eft, utrumque fexum feparatim 
defcribere. 

Descr. Mas. 

Rojlrum trigonum, mandibu fuperiore 
paululum longiore, ante apicem leviter 
emarginata, nigra; inferiore bad flavef- 
cente. 

Nares fubrotundae. 

Vibrijj'cc nigrse. 

Caput fupra totum atrurn ad oculos ufque. 
Genes a roftro in occiput totas albae j oc¬ 
ciput albo & nigro variegatum. 

Gula flavefcenti-alba maculis fmeis. 

Pettus albidum, lateribus, five verfus oc¬ 
ciput maculis nigris variegatum. 

DorJ'um cinereo-virens, ftriis five maculis 
longitudinalibus nigris latioribus, e plu- 
mulis nigris, margine virentibus. 

Abdomen album. 

Uropygium cinereum, nigro-maculatum. 

Alee fuicae ; remiges primores pallido mar- 
ginati, fecundarii apice tenuifiimo albo; 
duae ultimas margine exteriore albo j 
tedrices fufeae, majores fkvefeenti albo, 
minores candido in apice maculatae, unde 
fafeite albre binas in alis. 

Cauda fufea; redrix utrinque prima ft ex- 
tima, latere interiore macula magna 
alba, marginem interiorem attingente ; 
proxima f. fecunda macula oblonga mi¬ 
nor e alba, etiam marginem interiorem 

attingente 1 
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attingente; utrinque tertia, latere inte- 
riore verfus apicem albo-marginata. 

Pedes lutei; ungues breves, pallide fufei. 

Magnitude) circiter Pari atricapilli Linn. 

Longitudo 5 unciarum. 

Latitudo 7 unciarum pedis Anglicani. 

Foemina. 

Ro/irnm, als, cauda, abdomen, uropy- 
gium, pedes & menfurae ut in mare. 

Caput flavo-virens, ftriis brevibus tenui- 
bufque longitudinalibus nigris; linsa fla- 
viffima a bafi roftri incipiens fuper oculos 
dudla; palpebrae flava?. 

Guia, gense & pedlus albido-flava ; maculae 
fparfe oblongiufcute fufeas, ab utroque 
oris angulo ufque in pedloris latera. 

Dorfum, ut in mare, fed viridius, & ftriae 
nigrse minores. 

7. Par us Hudsonicus. 

jParus capite fufeo-rubefeente, dorfo cinereo, jugulo 
atro, fafeia fuboculari, pedtoreque albis, hvpo- 
chondriis riifis. 

Habitat ad Sinum Hudfonis. 

Descr. Rojirum fubulatum, integerrimum, atrum, 
ball e regione narium tedium fafciculis 
fetarum ferruginearum, lineas 4 (unciae 
pedis Anglicani) longum. 

Caput fufco-lerrugineum, fafeia fub oculis 
alba; gula atra, nigredine extenfa fub 
hfic fafeia alba. 


DorJuni 
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Dorfum cinereo-virens, e plurnis longiori- 
bus, fufcis, apice tantum cinereo-viren- 
tibus, f. olivaceis. 

Pebhis & Abdomen alba, fed plumae omnes 
ball nigras, apice tantum albas. 

hatera abdominis & lumbi ferruginei. 

Alee fufeas, remigum margine omni ci- 
nereo. 

Cauda fufea, rotundata, redlrjcibus 12, 
margine cinereis. 

Uropygium tedium plumulis aliquot nigris, 
apice albido-rufis. 

Pedes nigri; digitus pofticus cum ungue 
anticorum digitorum medio, duplo lon¬ 
ger. 

Longitudo unciarum 5^. pedis Anglican!. 

Latitudo unciarum 7. 

Cauda uncias 2§ longa. 

8. Scoi-OPAX BOREALIS. 

Scolopax roftro arcuato, pedibufque nigris, corpore 
fufeo, grifeo-maculato, fubtus ochroleuco. 

Habitat in Sinus Hudfonis inundatis, & pratis hu- 
midis, .vidtitans vermibus & infedis: menfe Aprili 
vel initio Adaii primum vifa eft, circa Caftellum 
Albany, inde in terras magis ardticas migrat, ibique 
nidificat; redit ad idem caftellum menfe Au- 
gufto; regiones Auftraliores petit circa ftnem Sep- 
tembris. 

Affinis fcolopace arquata Linn, fed differt cor- 
pore triplo minore, roftro ratione corporis 

breviore, 
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breviore, colore in dorfo faturate fufco, in 
abdomine ochroieuco. 

Descr, Caput pallidum, lineolis confertis longitu- 
dinalibus fui'cis : finciput faturate fuf- 
cum, pallido maculatum. 

Roftrum nigricans, arcuatum, longitudine 
duarum undarurn pedis Anglican!, man- 
dibula inferiore bafi rufa. 

Collum , pedtus, abdomen & criflum ochro- 
leuca ; pedtore colloque lineolis longi- 
tudinalibus fufcis confertioribus, abdo- 
mine & criffo fere nullis, vel tenuibus 
notatis. 

Femora femi-tedta plumulis ochroleucis, 
fufco maculatis. 

Patera abdominis fub alis praefertim, rufa, 
pennis tranfverfim fufco fafciatis. 

Dorfmn totum faturate fufcum, pennis mar- 
gine albido grifeis. 

Alee fufeae; remiges primores immaculati, 
primores rachi tota alba; reliqui, f. fe- 
cundarii pallide grifeo-marginati. Tec- 
trices late grifeo-marginatas. Tedtrices 
inferiores alae, ferrugineas fufco tranf- 
verlim fafeiatas. Alee complicatae fere 
mediam caudam attingunt. 

XJropygium fufcum, marginibus maculifque 
pennarum albidis. 

Cauda brevis, fufea, redtricibus albido tranf- 
verfim fafciatis 

Pedes nigri, f. ccerulefcentes. 

Longitudo unciarum 13 f. 

Latitudo circiter unciarum 21. 
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9. Anas nivalis. 

Anas, roftro cylindrico, corpore albo, remigibus 
primoribus nigris. 

Habitat in America Boreali, per Sinum Hudfonis 
migrans. 

Descr. Corpus totum album, magnitudine anferis 
domeftici noftratis. 

Rojirum luteum, mandibulis fubferratis. 

Oculi iride rubra. 

Remiges decern primores nigri, fcapis al- 
bis: tedlrices infimae cinereae, fcapis ni¬ 
gris; pennae duae alulae, itidem ci¬ 
nereae, fcapis nigris. 

Pedes rubri. 

Longitudo pedum duoram & unciarum 
odto. 

hatitudo pedum 3I. 

Pondus librarum 5 vel 6. 
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